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The current situation in nursery provision 

Contemporary childhood – why our 
children deserve better 

Opportunities and Solutions: the early 
childhood workforce 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  

Aims 
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Staffing: 

Inability to recruit and keep staff: reduction in 
students studying, poor pay and status 

Pay - Almost a fifth (18%) of group-based 
provider staff aged 23 and over received less 
than the National Living Wage (NLW = £8.91p 
per hour in April 2021)  

Childminders – 49% spare capacity 

Private, voluntary and others providers + 
childminders 
Cost of running nurseries – 74% on staff costs 

Reliance on agency staff 

4,000 early years providers closed over 2 year 
period – DfE (December 2021) 

 

“can’t see a light at the end of this very long 
tunnel” 
 

The crisis in nursery provision 



 
 

Living in poverty cited as 
the strongest determinant of 
child health’ (RCPCH 2017 
p 9) 

 

14.49 m children under the age of 18 in the UK 

3.78 m children 0-4 years 

4.3 million children living in poverty 
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The damage done… 

Practitioners report: that 19% of children have fallen behind in their physical development 

Almost all providers said that the pandemic had significantly impacted the learning and development of children 

dummies or back in nappies having previously been toilet trained. 

Children have returned to nursery with loss of muscle strength and reduced stamina 

Disturbed routines – sleep 

Reduced confidence in open spaces 

Children are more sedentary 

 

The impact has been more profound on children with special educational needs and disabilities (SEND)  

those who speak English as an additional language  

those living in poverty  

those whose parents were not engaging previously.  

 

(Ofsted November 2020) 

 

Covid 



  

Aims of the Early Years Foundation 
Stage (Department for Education 2021) 
in relation to promoting children’s 
health 
 
The Early Years Foundation Stage (DfE 
2021) states that ‘providers must promote 
the good health, including the oral health, 
of children attending the setting’ (p 31).  
 
Therefore, improving the quality of 
children’s health is a way of improving the 
quality of children’s learning.  
 

Early Years Foundation Stage Statutory 
Framework for Children 0-5 years (DfE 2021) 

Applicable to all Early Childhood Education and Care (ECEC) settings in England 
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Rates of probable mental 
disorders have increased 
since 2017; in 6 to 16 
year olds from one one in 
nine (11.6%) to one in six 
(17.4%), and in 17 to 19 
year olds from one in ten 
(10.1%) to one in six 
(17.4%). Rates in both 
age groups remained 
similar between 2020 
and 2021. (NHS Digital, 
2021) 

Increased levels 
ofchildhood obesity 

Increased levels of 
children with chronic and 
complex medical 
conditions 

Children’s health and wellbeing 
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1. Create a profession for Early 
Childhood Education and Care  
• Professionalise the workforce 
• Protected status 
• Graduate leadership 

• A professional register 
• National professional standards 

• Pay and status  
 
2. Build on the strengths of the ECEC 
workforce – we’re missing a trick 
Working with parents 

Knowledge and experience 
Collaborative/inter-disciplinary working 
 
 

The future of childhood and the future of nursery provision 
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4. nationally 

3. community 

2. Early 
childhood 
settings 

1.Child and 
family/carers 

A layered approach drawing 
resources from each layer 

1, Starting with the child and 
family 

2. Provision of high quality 
early childhood education 
with knowledgeable and 
highly qualified practitioners 
working within the principles 
of the Early Years Foundation 
Stage statutory curriculum in 
England (and relevant EC 
guidance in NI, Scotland and 
Wales) 

3. Access for parents and 
children to local resources 
such as children’s centres 
and safe play areas 

4. National policies. guidance 
and media 

 

 

 

Diagram adapted from 
Bronfenbrenner (1979) 

The role of ECEC in supporting learning and health of babies and children 
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