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Nobody knows why Covid-19 started or when it will end. The
sole certainty is uncertainty. Ministers provide regular ‘progress
chasing’ bulletins and the list of topics for post-pandemic
Inquiries grows apace – but top priority should be an Inquiry
into Covid-19’s consequences for children because the track
record is appalling. Helen Clark, lead author for the APPG

In the eye of the storm:

children and Covid-19
C

hildren have been ignored at
best, let down at worst by the
Government and ‘the science’

alike.
This is nothing new.
There is no Department for
Children with an aligned Select
Committee. The Minister for
Children is invariably junior; the
last appointment and the first to be
‘re-shuffled.’ Neither the current
incumbent nor the Children’s
Commissioner has yet been called
upon to address the daily press
conferences and children’s issues
are conspicuous by their absence.
Meanwhile, all the serious
subjects below have featured in
national news outlets, specialist
journals and the work of
professional bodies. They show no
sign of abating:

Many children already identified
as ‘vulnerable’ (and for whom
school places have been allocated
during shutdown) do not attend
school leading to fears that they
may be captive victims of
sexual/physical abuse or
witnesses to domestic violence.
● The National Crime Agency
identified an increased risk of
online sexual abuse for UK
children from a minimum pool of
over 300,000 people.

Safeguarding
●

Research has found a worsening
in children’s existing mental

Mental Health
●
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health conditions and a triggering
of others (including acute
anxiety).
● Some children are endangered by
enforced proximity to adults with
mental health problems; lacking
support themselves.
Food banks are depleted; local
authorities have queried the
nutrition status of Government
food boxes.
● Since lockdown, 3 million people
have gone full days without
meals.
● Families experiencing parenting
difficulties have no access to
personalised support contact.
● Housing insecurity including
overcrowding is increasing the
likelihood of infection within
deprived communities.

Nutrition/Inequalities
●

Some children may be
disadvantaged due to lack of
internet facilities or educationally
conducive home circumstances.
● The Government Job Retention
Scheme does not cover all Early
Years settings; precipitating
nursery closure.

Education
●

Women may give birth at home
alone due to fear of contracting
Covid-19 in hospital, hospital
restrictions on birthing partners
and community midwife unit
closure.

Children may miss
immunisations due to parental
fear of Covid-19 infection, thus
increasing the risk of future
measles pandemics.
● Some Children with severe,
undiagnosed conditions are not
on the ‘vulnerable list’ and
therefore deprived of additional
support.
● Parents are reluctant to take
children to hospital with nonrelated Covid-19 illness, due to
fear of infection.

Child Health
●

Covid-19 has already changed the
way we will live our lives.
Now the UK Government must
build for future generations;
establishing a Department for
Children led by a Cabinet Minister;
a Select Committee to hold that
Department to account and the
incorporation into UK law of The
United Nations Convention on the
Rights of the Child.
Covid-19 will bequeath many
legacies; some beneficent, some
malign – but a fairer deal for every
child would be a good one.
Why not start now? ■

Pregnancy/Birth
●
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● Helen Clark is Lead Author for
the APPG on A Fit and Healthy
Childhood
W: https://fhcappg.org.uk
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HABA appoints
Creating Classrooms as
UK sales representative
Family run German toy and furniture manufacturer
HABA has appointed educational furniture
company, Creating Classrooms, to represent HABA’s
extensive furniture range in the UK. Jade Hunter,
marketing manager details the company.

or over 80 years, HABA has
had a well-established and
worldwide reputation for
producing vibrant, durable and
high-quality toys and furniture:
providing children in over 50
countries with long-lasting
enjoyment; stimulating and
nurturing children’s creativity,
imagination and reasoning; and
encouraging age-appropriate
development right from the start.
Whether you are working on a
new build, planning a
refurbishment or simply looking for
a few key pieces to transform your
learning environment, Creating
Classrooms will support you every
step of the way. Our experienced
team love to share ideas to create an
inspiring space for children, making
it welcoming and harmonious,
inclusive and beautiful, resourced
with sustainable furniture.
With 15 years’ experience in
education design, we now partner

F

with HABA because they share our
values about the importance of
sustainability, quality and
durability. For us, quality is
essential – not only the triple A
grade PEFC certified wood used
throughout the range, but also the
outstanding level of environmental
protection and safety testing carried
through all phases of processing
and production. All of our modular
furniture products are made with
real birch and beech wood veneer
from genuine timber, to create a
healthy room climate.
HABA furniture is designed in
such a way that individual pieces
can supplement existing furniture,
or we can plan a completely new,
customized room concept to create
your dream space. We have a
solution for every space and budget,
whether it’s play areas, reception
and staff spaces or classrooms for all
ages. This is one of the reasons we
like to start with a conversation: to
understand your
needs and share
ideas!
If you require
help, advice or
inspiration for a
project, we offer a
free room planning
service. This can
include 2D and 3D
images to visualise
the furniture

concept, itemised product lists and
virtual walk-throughs to share with
parents and stakeholders. Working
with you, we can develop a room
plan with your ideas, vision and
nursery values at the core of our
work.
HABA furniture is made to order
and most things can be customised
to suit your requirements, allowing
every customer to make their room
unique. Our friendly, experienced
team are always happy to discuss
what you need and make
suggestions about things that we
think will fit perfectly. We
understand flexibility in furniture is
important, enabling teachers and
children to quickly and easily
reconfigure their learning
environment. Mobile storage with
locking castors, modular partitions,
interchangeable tops and nesting
tables are just some of the space
saving and customisable solutions
available to create an agile and
uncluttered space, supporting both
the educational work of teachers
and the developmental needs of
children.
In addition to delivering any
order nationwide in the UK, we can
also offer a service including inside
delivery with unpacking and
disposal of packaging whenever
required, and a full installation
service for projects, leaving your
rooms set up and ready to use.
We are ready and available
whenever you require our support
with plans for developing your
spaces. Even small changes can
have a big impact on experiences
and choosing the right things for
your space is something we can
help with right away. ■

● T: 01434 239097 E: info@creating-classrooms.com W: www.creating-classrooms.com
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